One afternoon a social service worker walked into the clinic with a little Italian boy whom she reported to be seven years old and in the second grade. She said that his teacher found that he wasn't grasping the work as were the other children in the class. He was a good by but "Just didn't get along." The worker asked that he be given a psychological examination to determine what his trouble was.
"It is raining hard and you will get wet." He reproduced partly in Italian, using the English words "raining" and "wet." "The house shook as the wagon passed by" was, according to his version, "House shook." I tried a few more, but could not get anything which would warrant a diagnosis of memory span for sentences.
Then I asked him if he could count and he counted up to 12 very well, except that his pronunciation was quite foreign. He said "tree" for three, and "hate" for eight; but was able to demonstrate in a test that his memory span for digits was 6 without question.
When I handed him my fountain pen so that he might write for me he seemed overjoyed. Wrote the word "James" in a neat, clear hand and then the words "cat, rat, fat, mat," and "sat" upon dictation. He said he did not know how to spell the word "car" and when I found that he had no knowledge of phonetics, I spelled the word for him and told him to write it. He couldn't remember how to make "C." I asked him how he spelled "Cat" and he responded quickly "c-a-t."
Then he found the letter "c" that he had previously written and copied it. He had the same trouble with "A" and "R." When I dictated the letters of the alphabet I found that he knew most of them and could write them after a long period of thought, but he became confused at times. He did not know how to spell "house," but learned it on three repetitions and learned "hill" on four repetitions. He could read only a few words from the primer, like "in," "a" and "boy."
I read him the story of the three little pigs. He 
